Molecular analysis provides evidence for human to human transmission of Staphylococcus aureus endocarditis in non-drug abusers.
Two cases of invasive Staphylococcus aureus are reported in which human to human transmission resulted in primary bacteremia and endocarditis. The identity of the organism was confirmed by phage typing, antibiograms, coagulase gene polymorphisms and ribotyping. This is the first documented case of such transmission not involving an intravenous drug abuser.